
Managing waterbirds in artificial environments 

Amanda Lilleyman, Micha V. Jackson and Phil Vivian 

Amanda.lilleyman@cdu.edu.au  

m.jackson@uq.net.au 

Workshop aim  

The aim of this workshop is to share knowledge about the approaches taken, successes achieved, 

and lessons learned from managing waterbirds in artificial environments, and to establish a pathway 

for improved resource-sharing amongst site managers and other interested parties on this topic.  

Workshop structure 

This workshop will focus on the use of artificial (i.e. human-made) habitats that waterbirds are found 

in and some of the varying management scenarios facing these sites. We will present a case study 

from the Darwin Port East Arm Wharf site as an example of how waterbirds have adapted to utilise 

working coastal wetlands within increasingly developed coastal areas, and then invite other 

participants to share their knowledge and experiences. In part we hope to seek advice from 

participants at the meeting to inform forward planning of shorebird management at the Darwin 

Port. The workshop structure will include: 

1. Introduction of participants 

2. Presentation of Darwin Port case study 

3. Special guest presentation from Dr Danny Rogers (Arthur Rylah Institute for Environmental 

Research) - What do waterbirds need from artificial wetlands? 

4. Structured elicitation and documentation of management approaches, successes and 

lessons learned by participants from managing artificial habitats 

5. Exploration of pathways for improved communication and resource-sharing on this topic 

Workshop outcomes 

By the conclusion of the workshop, we hope to have: 

1. raised awareness and stimulated discussion amongst participants about the approaches 

taken to artificial habitat management at multiple sites 

2. documented management approaches, successes achieved and lessons learned from 

managing artificial habitats with a view to developing these into a resource for artificial sites 

managers and other interested parties 

3. elicited any relevant advice from participants on how management of shorebirds at Darwin 

Port may be further developed 

4. identified additional pathways to share knowledge and resources on artificial habitats 

management into the future 

Who should participate? 

This workshop is for anyone that is interested in managing species within changing ecosystems, 

including site managers, government regulators, researchers and consultants. We hope that 

participants can draw on their experiences and expertise to share their knowledge and lessons 

learned from managing species in artificial habitats.  

 

mailto:Amanda.lilleyman@cdu.edu.au
mailto:m.jackson@uq.net.au

